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Chapter 4 of 2Kings contains four of Elisha’s miracles. Elisha asked for a double portion of
Elijah’s spirit in 2Kings 2:9. Shortly thereafter Elijah was taken up to Heaven in a whirlwind and
Elisha performed two miracles – purifying the water and pronouncing a curse on the youths.
Then all of chapter 3 shifts focus to the kings, specifically Ahab’s son, Jehoram King of Israel,
and Jehoshophat the good king of Judah. Now in chapter 4 the focus is back on Elisha, or is it?
2 Kings 4:1-7
Elisha and the Widow’s Oil
A certain woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets cried out to Elisha, saying, “Your
servant my husband is dead, and you know that your servant feared the Lord. And the creditor is
coming to take my two sons to be his slaves.”
2
So Elisha said to her, “What shall I do for you? Tell me, what do you have in the house?” And
she said, “Your maidservant has nothing in the house but a jar of oil.”
3
Then he said, “Go, borrow vessels from everywhere, from all your neighbors—empty vessels;
do not gather just a few. 4 And when you have come in, you shall shut the door behind you and
your sons; then pour it into all those vessels, and set aside the full ones.”
5
So she went from him and shut the door behind her and her sons, who brought the vessels to
her; and she poured it out. 6 Now it came to pass, when the vessels were full, that she said to
her son, “Bring me another vessel.”
And he said to her, “There is not another vessel.” So the oil ceased. 7 Then she came and told
the man of God. And he said, “Go, sell the oil and pay your debt; and you and your sons live on
the rest.”
In verse 2 Elisha asks what shall he do and in verse 3 tells the widow what to do. She obeys
in faith. It must have seemed like an odd request to borrow vessels. She borrowed empty
vessels and filled them in faith. She filled every vessel she had prepared and not one more.
Luke 6:38, Jesus said as much as you give it will be given to you. She gave in faith and
received an equal measure.

2 Kings 4:8-17
Elisha Raises the Shunammite’s Son
8
Now it happened one day that Elisha went to Shunem, where there was a notable woman, and
she persuaded him to eat some food. So it was, as often as he passed by, he would turn in
there to eat some food. 9 And she said to her husband, “Look now, I know that this is a holy man
of God, who passes by us regularly. 10 Please, let us make a small upper room on the wall; and
let us put a bed for him there, and a table and a chair and a lampstand; so it will be, whenever
he comes to us, he can turn in there.”
11
And it happened one day that he came there, and he turned in to the upper room and lay
down there. 12 Then he said to Gehazi his servant, “Call this Shunammite woman.” When he had
called her, she stood before him. 13 And he said to him, “Say now to her, ‘Look, you have been
concerned for us with all this care. What can I do for you? Do you want me to speak on your
behalf to the king or to the commander of the army?’ ”
She answered, “I dwell among my own people.”
14
So he said, “What then is to be done for her?”
And Gehazi answered, “Actually, she has no son, and her husband is old.”

15

So he said, “Call her.” When he had called her, she stood in the doorway. 16 Then he said,
“About this time next year you shall embrace a son.”
And she said, “No, my lord. Man of God, do not lie to your maidservant!”
17
But the woman conceived, and bore a son when the appointed time had come, of which
Elisha had told her.
We are told this is a notable woman. I wonder what that means…I am guessing she is notable
for her kindness, judging by her actions. First, she persuades Elisha to let her care for him
kind of like Dyanna goes out of her way to persuade us. Then she goes even further including
her husband in her acts of kindness. It is neat that by including her husband in blessing Elisha
she includes him in being blessed. Her statement, “I dwell among my own people,” is really a
beautiful statement of recognizing and being completely content with her blessings. She
wasn’t out for a reward, she just wanted to share the joy of the Lord.

2 Kings 4:18-28
18
And the child grew. Now it happened one day that he went out to his father, to the reapers.
19
And he said to his father, “My head, my head!”
So he said to a servant, “Carry him to his mother.” 20 When he had taken him and brought him to
his mother, he sat on her knees till noon, and then died. 21 And she went up and laid him on the
bed of the man of God, shut the door upon him, and went out. 22 Then she called to her
husband, and said, “Please send me one of the young men and one of the donkeys, that I may
run to the man of God and come back.”
23
So he said, “Why are you going to him today? It is neither the New Moon nor the Sabbath.”
And she said, “It is well.” 24 Then she saddled a donkey, and said to her servant, “Drive, and go
forward; do not slacken the pace for me unless I tell you.” 25 And so she departed, and went to
the man of God at Mount Carmel.
So it was, when the man of God saw her afar off, that he said to his servant Gehazi, “Look, the
Shunammite woman! 26 Please run now to meet her, and say to her, ‘Is it well with you? Is it well
with your husband? Is it well with the child?’ ”
And she answered, “It is well.” 27 Now when she came to the man of God at the hill, she caught
him by the feet, but Gehazi came near to push her away. But the man of God said, “Let her
alone; for her soul is in deep distress, and the Lord has hidden it from me, and has not told me.”
28
So she said, “Did I ask a son of my lord? Did I not say, ‘Do not deceive me’?”
Her child died upon her knees and she laid him in Elisha’s bed and went to find him. All she
could say is “it is well.” This mother had faith to refuse to allow doubt. She had confidence
that the Lord who blessed her with a son continues to bless her, Philippians 4:6-7.

2 Kings 4:29-37
29
Then he said to Gehazi, “Get yourself ready, and take my staff in your hand, and be on your
way. If you meet anyone, do not greet him; and if anyone greets you, do not answer him; but lay
my staff on the face of the child.”
30
And the mother of the child said, “As the Lord lives, and as your soul lives, I will not leave
you.” So he arose and followed her. 31 Now Gehazi went on ahead of them, and laid the staff on
the face of the child; but there was neither voice nor hearing. Therefore he went back to meet
him, and told him, saying, “The child has not awakened.”
32
When Elisha came into the house, there was the child, lying dead on his bed. 33 He went in
therefore, shut the door behind the two of them, and prayed to the Lord. 34 And he went up and
lay on the child, and put his mouth on his mouth, his eyes on his eyes, and his hands on his
hands; and he stretched himself out on the child, and the flesh of the child became warm. 35 He

returned and walked back and forth in the house, and again went up and stretched himself out
on him; then the child sneezed seven times, and the child opened his eyes. 36 And he called
Gehazi and said, “Call this Shunammite woman.” So he called her. And when she came in to
him, he said, “Pick up your son.” 37 So she went in, fell at his feet, and bowed to the ground;
then she picked up her son and went out.
Interesting Elijah raised one person from the dead (1Kings 17:17-24), Elisha with a double
portion of the spirit raised 2 (here and 2Kings 13:20-21). Jesus raised three as much as the
two prophets combined (Luke 7:11-17, Matthew 9:23-24, John 11:40-44). Also interesting all
three raised Widow’s sons. However, in the cases of Elijah and Elisha they prayed to the
Lord. In the Lord’s case, He himself commanded the dead to rise. Verse 34 is a beautiful
picture of human compassion. No mask, no face shield, no biohazard suit, just faith, hope and
love.

2 Kings 4:38-41
Elisha Purifies the Pot of Stew
38
And Elisha returned to Gilgal, and there was a famine in the land. Now the sons of the
prophets were sitting before him; and he said to his servant, “Put on the large pot, and boil stew
for the sons of the prophets.” 39 So one went out into the field to gather herbs, and found a wild
vine, and gathered from it a lapful of wild gourds, and came and sliced them into the pot of stew,
though they did not know what they were. 40 Then they served it to the men to eat. Now it
happened, as they were eating the stew, that they cried out and said, “Man of God, there is
death in the pot!” And they could not eat it.
41
So he said, “Then bring some flour.” And he put it into the pot, and said, “Serve it to the
people, that they may eat.” And there was nothing harmful in the pot.
There is death in the pot and they could not eat it. It was sliced up, blended in and could not
be removed. In fact it had spoiled the whole pot just as a little leaven spoils the whole lump
and can neither be removed. The only solution is Jesus.

2 Kings 4:42-44
Elisha Feeds One Hundred Men
42
Then a man came from Baal Shalisha, and brought the man of God bread of the firstfruits,
twenty loaves of barley bread, and newly ripened grain in his knapsack. And he said, “Give it to
the people, that they may eat.”
43
But his servant said, “What? Shall I set this before one hundred men?”
He said again, “Give it to the people, that they may eat; for thus says the Lord: ‘They shall eat
and have some left over.’ ” 44 So he set it before them; and they ate and had some left over,
according to the word of the Lord.
This is another foreshadowing of Jesus. Elisha understood God’s promise if you make Him Lord
of your life, He will always provide for your every need. Elisha fed 100 with 20 loaves and had
some left over. Jesus fed 5000 with five loaves and had 12 baskets full left over. Matthew
14:16-21

So in these four miracles, I think the focus is on Jesus. He provides for our needs. He provides
according to our faith. He gives us life and heals us. Only the Lord can cleanse us of our sin.
The Lords provision exceeds our every desire. In Elisha we see that the Lord uses His people.

